Benzyl 8-(benzyloxy)-5-bromoquinoline-2-carboxylate (95 mg, 1.0 eq) was suspended in DCM (10 ml) under an inert atmosphere and cooled to 0 o C. To this a solution of BCl3 (1.0 M in DCM, 0.5 ml) in DCM (1.0 ml) was added dropwise over 2 minutes. The solution was stirred at 0 o C for 5 minutes before being allowed to warm to room temperature and stirred for a further 48 hours. After 48 hours the reaction mixture was cooled again to 0 o C and additional BCl3 (1.0 M in DCM, 2.0 ml) was added leading to a rapid colour change from colourless to a deep orange. This was stirred at 0 o C for 20 minutes before being warmed to room temperature and stirred for 12 hours. Upon completion the resulting solution was concentrated and the residual solid was triturated with hexanes (6 x 5 ml) and the mother liquid was decanted. The insoluble material was suspended in water (20 ml), collected by filtration and washed with ice cold water (2 x 10 ml) before being dried and collected as a yellow solid of 5-bromo-8-hydroxyquinoline-2-carboxylic acid (49 mg, Yield = 87 %) and 1 H NMR spectrum was in agreement with that in the literature.
1 Used as such.
Scheme S1. Synthesis of precursor to conjugate 5. Table S1 . Solubility data of the conjugates and controls.
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